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Eric Garcetti 
Mayor  
City of Los Angeles 
 
Eric Garcetti is the 42nd mayor of Los Angeles. Garcetti was 
elected four times by his peers to serve as President of the Los 
Angeles City Council from 2006 to 2012. From 2001 until taking 
office as Mayor, he served as the Councilmember representing 
the 13th District which includes Hollywood, Echo Park, Silver 
Lake, and Atwater Village -- all of which were dramatically 
revitalized under Garcetti's leadership. 
 
Garcetti was raised in the San Fernando Valley and earned his 

B.A. and M.A. from Columbia University. He studied as a Rhodes Scholar at Oxford and the 
London School of Economics and taught at Occidental College and USC. A fourth generation 
Angeleno, he and his wife, Amy Elaine Wakeland, have a young daughter. He is a Lieutenant 
in the U.S. Navy reserve and is an avid jazz pianist and photographer. 
 
 

Paul Krekorian 
Councilmember 
Council District 2 
City of Los Angeles 
 
Born and raised in the San Fernando Valley, Paul Krekorian has spent 
more than a decade in public service. Since 2010, he has served on 
the Los Angeles City Council where his leadership as chairman of the 
Budget and Finance Committee helped guide the city through the 
Great Recession and toward greater economic promise.  
 
Paul is also chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee on Job Creation, the 
Vice Chair of the Entertainment and Facilities Committee, and sits on 

the Economic Development Committee, Trade, Commerce and Technology Committee, 
Executive Employee Relations Committee and the Board of Referred Powers. 
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He also serves on the board of the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority 
(Metro), Metrolink and the San Fernando Valley Council of Governments, a coalition of 
leaders advocating for the Valley's two million residents. 
 
Paul graduated from Reseda's Cleveland High School before earning his B.A. in political 
science from the University of Southern California and a law degree from UC Berkeley. Upon 
graduating, he spent two decades practicing business, entertainment, and property litigation, 
while also devoting his time to reducing domestic and gang violence. 
 
In 2006, after three years on the Burbank Board of Education, Paul won election to the 
California State Assembly, representing the 43rd District. In Sacramento, Paul worked to 
increase government accountability and transparency as co-chair of the Legislative Ethics 
Committee. He also worked on landmark legislation to improve the environment, and 
authored the state's first successful film and television production tax incentive, which 
stemmed the tide of runaway production and secured thousands of California jobs. 
 
Paul is the first Armenian-American elected to public office in the City of Los Angeles. He 
lives in the San Fernando Valley with his wife, Tamar, and children Hrag, Andrew and Lori. 
 
 

David E. Ryu 
Councilmember 
Council District 4 
City of Los Angeles 
 
Los Angeles City Councilmember David E. Ryu represents the 4th 
council district which include the neighborhoods of Sherman Oaks, 
Toluca Lake, Hollywood, Hollywood Hills, Los Feliz, Silverlake, 
Miracle Mile, Hancock Park, Windsor Square, Larchmont and a 
portion of Koreatown.  
 
Ryu studied economics at UCLA; Public Policy and Administration 
at Rutgers; won a prestigious United Nations graduate internship; 
and was a Netkal Fellow at USC's School of Social Work.  
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As Senior Deputy to Los Angeles County Supervisor Yvonne Burke, he worked for years on 
issues like public health, housing, children and family services, transportation and senior 
services. He helped oversee the County budget and worked for a time as a Special 
Investigator for the Auditor-Controller, rooting out waste and fraudulent expenditures.  
 
Ryu returned to the non-profit world and served as Director of Development and Public 
Affairs at one of Los Angeles's largest non-profit health care providers: Kedren Acute 
Psychiatric Hospital and Community Health Center. 
 
On July 1st, 2015 Ryu became the first Korean American to serve on the LA City Council and 
only the second Asian American. 
 
 

Ron Galperin 
City Controller 
City of Los Angeles 
 
Los Angeles City Controller Ron Galperin serves as the elected 
watchdog for L.A.'s taxpayers. He oversees more than 160 
employees conducting independent audits, managing the City's 
payroll and disbursements, preparing reports on the City’s finances, 
pursuing waste and fraud, providing information about the City's 
finances and operations online, and focusing on modernization, 
management and metrics. 
 
Galperin launched ControlPanel.LA, an open data portal featuring 

the City’s checkbook, details on the goods and services the City buys, assets and liabilities, 
employee compensation, operating indicators and more. Under Galperin’s leadership, the 
Controller’s office has issued audits focused on improving the efficiency and accountability of 
City government and on delivering quality City services. 
 
Galperin brings more than 20 years of experience as a transactional and litigation attorney 
and small business owner. He received his J.D. from Loyola Law School in Los Angeles and 
his undergraduate degree from Washington University in St. Louis. 
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Richard H. Llewellyn Jr. 
City Administrative Officer  
City of Los Angeles 
 
Mr. Richard Llewellyn has been the Interim City Administrative 
Officer for the City of Los Angeles since February 2017. Mr. 
Llewellyn reports directly to the Mayor and the City Council. As 
the Interim CAO, his office has direct oversight over the City’s 
$8.8 billion budget, labor negotiations, debt management and 
major policy issues as directed by the Mayor and/or City Council, 
including the proprietary departments of Department of Water and 

Power, Airport and Harbor.  
 
Prior to this position, Rich served as Counsel to Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti and as a 
member of Mayor Garcetti’s Executive Staff.   
 
Rich also worked in a variety of governmental and private sector settings, including positions 
with the Honors Program in the United States Department of Justice, as Chief of Staff to two 
different members of the Los Angeles City Council, as the Senior Deputy for Legal and 
Administrative Affairs to a member of the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors, as Chief 
Deputy City Attorney in the Los Angeles City Attorney’s Office and as Associate Counsel to a 
private business law firm in Los Angeles.  
 
In his private time, Llewellyn has served on numerous Boards of non-profit organizations. 
Rich Llewellyn received his undergraduate degree in Accounting, summa cum laude, at Duke 
University and his J.D. degree, cum laude, at Harvard Law School. Llewellyn passed the 
Uniform CPA examination and is a member of the bar of the State of California and the 
District of Columbia (inactive). 
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Mike Alvidrez  
Chief Executive Officer  
Skid Row Housing Trust 
 
Mike Alvidrez is the Chief Executive Officer of Skid 
Row Housing Trust, a nonprofit that has been 
preserving, developing, and managing permanent 
supportive and affordable housing to prevent and end 
homelessness for more than 25 years. Mike is an 
advocate of Housing First, an innovative strategy that 

prioritizes the security of a permanent home as the first step to ending homelessness. Driven 
by hands-on experience working in Downtown Los Angeles’ Skid Row neighborhood, he 
pioneered the development of permanent and supportive housing to help those facing the 
toughest challenges to stability and wellness. 
 
Mike joined the Trust as a Project Manager in 1990, one year after the company was founded 
to preserve affordable housing in Downtown Los Angeles. In 1995, Mike led the effort to 
create the Trust’s Property Management Company to better assist formerly-homeless 
residents who struggle to stay in housing. Mike became Executive Director for the Trust in 
2004. During his tenure, the Trust has become a nationally recognized provider of permanent 
supportive housing that is on the forefront of building and program design. By creating 
beautiful buildings with on-site supportive services, the Trust alters both how people view our 
residents and how our residents view themselves. Under Mike’s leadership and guidance, the 
Trust has set the standard for providing homes and improving the quality of life for our most 
vulnerable neighbors. 
 
As an advocate for affordable and permanent supportive housing, Mike prioritizes sharing the 
strategies and solutions the Trust has developed. He is active within the Southern California 
Association of Nonprofit Housing, Housing First Conference, and National Alliance to End 
Homelessness, and leads the Trust’s participation in numerous coalitions. Working with a 
wide variety of local business and community groups, Mike endeavors to bridge divides so 
that the entire community can focus on implementing real, proven, and lasting solutions to 
homelessness. 
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A native Angelino with a Master’s degree from UCLA’s School of Architecture and Urban 
Planning, Mike previously worked for Community Corporation of Santa Monica. In his spare 
time, Mike is an avid gardener and cyclist. 
  

 
Meg Barclay 
City Homeless Coordinator 
City Administrative Officer 
City of Los Angeles 
 
Meg Barclay began her position as the City of Los Angeles Homeless 
Coordinator in October 2016. In this role, Meg serves as the primary 
point of contact responsible for assisting and coordinating with City 
Departments in their work to implement the City’s Comprehensive 
Homeless Strategy. Part of these responsibilities include coordinating 
implementation of the City's $1.2 billion Proposition HHH bond 

program and administering the Proposition HHH Facilities Program, which funds acquisition 
and capital improvements of shelters, clinics and other facilities that provide services to 
persons experiencing homelessness.  
 
Prior to assuming this position, Ms. Barclay served as Chief Grants Administrator for the 
Economic and Workforce Development Department of the City of Los Angeles. Meg also 
worked at the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development from 2010-2015 where 
she oversaw the design and implementation of a new online GIS-based system used by more 
than 1,200 City and State grant recipients to meet Consolidated Planning requirements for $4 
billion in federal entitlement grant funds 
  
Sarai Bhaga 
Chief Administrative Analyst 
City Administrative Officer 
City of Los Angeles 
 
Sarai Bhaga is a Chief Administrative Analyst in the Office of the City Administrative Officer 
and manages the team that provides research and analysis on the City’s proprietary 
departments (Departments of Airport, Harbor and Water and Power). 
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Ms. Bhaga has dedicated nineteen years to serving the City in various capacities and 
departments. For the last seventeen years, she has worked at the Office of the City 
Administrative Officer on multiple projects, including secession, numerous budgets and the 
City’s debt program. Prior to joining the City, she worked in the insurance industry for eight 
years.  
 
Ms. Bhaga has a joint undergraduate degree in Political Science and Business Administration 
from the University of California at Riverside and a Master of Arts in Public Policy from 
Claremont Graduate University.  

  
Marla Bleavins 
Chief Financial Officer 
Port of Los Angeles 
 
Marla Bleavins is the Deputy Executive Director and Chief Financial 
Officer for the Port of Los Angeles, the busiest container port in North 
America and with its AA and Aa2 bond rating, the highest-rated U.S. 
seaport operating without tax support. She has oversight of the Port’s 
$1 billion budget, $850 million debt portfolio, human resources function 
for the Port’s 1,000 employees as well as the accounting, risk 
management, procurement and internal audit functions. 
 

In her over 18 years of service with the City of Los Angeles, Ms. Bleavins has served as 
Assistant General Manager at the Department of Convention and Tourism Development, 
Debt and Treasury Manager at Los Angeles World Airports and Finance Specialist in the 
Office of the City Administrative Officer. During her career, Ms. Bleavins has managed $6 
billion in bond financings that have funded capital projects at LAX and throughout the City. 
Ms. Bleavins has an undergraduate degree from Stanford University in Public Policy and 
Political Science and a Master of Business Administration from the Wharton School at the 
University of Pennsylvania.  
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Natalie R. Brill 
Chief of Debt Management 
City Administrative Officer 
City of Los Angeles 
 
Natalie Brill has served as the Chief of Debt Management in the 
Office of the City Administrative Officer, City of Los Angeles, since 
2000. Ms. Brill manages a $5.2 billion debt portfolio, consisting of 
general obligation bonds, judgment obligation bonds, lease revenue 
obligations, wastewater system revenue bonds, sanitation revenue 
bonds, and various assessment bonds. Ms. Brill supervises the 

budget for the Los Angeles Convention Center and its debt. To ensure the best possible 
management of the Los Angeles Convention Center (LACC), Ms. Brill developed and 
implemented the private management contract for the LACC that was awarded to AEG.  
 
Ms. Brill has had many assignments for the City Administrative Officer, including conducting 
management audits of internal City operations, analyzing Federal and State grants, and 
preparing the budgets for capital programming, public works and operating departments. She 
served eight years in the City’s Finance Group, where she was responsible for overall budget 
balancing and budget preparation. During that time, Ms. Brill was the project manager for the 
development and implementation of the City’s Budget System. Her recommendations on 
streamlining budget preparation was one of the criteria cited by the GFOA for the City 
receiving the Distinguished Budget Preparation Award in 1998 and each year since then.  
 
In 2011, Ms. Brill received the California Public Securities Association “Award of Excellence 
in Public Finance” and the National Women in Public Finance (WPF) “She’s My Hero Award.” 
In 2017, Ms. Brill was a finalist for the Los Angeles Business Journal Women Summit Award.  
 
Ms. Brill has served on the GFOA Debt Committee. She is the Assistant Secretary and 
Treasurer for the City’s financing authority, Municipal Improvement Corporation of Los 
Angeles (MICLA). She is the President of the Women in Public Finance-Los Angeles 
Chapter, and the Treasurer of the Latinos in Public Finance.  
 
Ms. Brill has a Bachelor of Arts degree in Government from Pomona College and a Master of 
Arts Degree in Humanities from the University of Chicago. Ms. Brill lives in the City of Los 
Angeles with her husband and has two grown children. 
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Ben Ceja 
Assistant City Administrative Officer 
City of Los Angeles 
 
Ben Ceja is an Assistant City Administrative Officer for the 
City of Los Angeles. In his role, Mr. Ceja advises City 
Administrative Officer Richard H. Llewellyn Jr. in his duties 
overseeing the City’s $9.3 billion budget, risk management, 
debt management and other major policy issues. The areas 

of focus under Mr. Ceja’s management portfolio include budget development and monitoring, 
information technology services and policy development, and debt management.  
 
Mr. Ceja has served in various capacities for the City of Los Angeles with a focus on budget 
development and fiscal stewardship including as Deputy Mayor of Budget and Finance under 
Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa. Mr. Ceja’s 20 years of public sector experience also extend to 
the County of Los Angeles where he worked as senior analyst in the County of Los Angeles 
Chief Executive Office. 
 
Mr. Ceja has a Bachelor of Arts from Harvard University and a Masters of Public Policy from 
the Goldman School of Public Policy at the University of California at Berkeley. 
  

 
Yolanda Chavez 
Assistant City Administrative Officer 
City of Los Angeles 
 
Yolanda Chavez is an Assistant City Administrative Officer for the City 
of Los Angeles. In this role, Ms. Chavez advises the CAO in his duties 
overseeing the City's $8.8 billion budget. Her areas of focus include 
housing, homelessness (Proposition HHH Program), economic 
development, municipal facilities, asset management, citywide 
services, and other policy issues.  
 

Prior to this position, Ms. Chavez served in the Obama Administration as Deputy Assistant 
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Secretary for Grant Programs at the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
Ms. Chavez was responsible for a portfolio of more than $50 billion in funding for affordable 
housing, community development and disaster recovery.  
 
Before joining the Obama Administration, Ms. Chavez was the Executive Officer for the City's 
former Los Angeles Housing Department, where she managed the day-to-day operations and 
an annual budget of more than $150 million.  
 
Ms. Chavez has held key positions in the public and private sectors, including in the Bradley 
and Hahn Mayoral Administrations, as Chief of Staff to Congresswoman Lucille Roybal-
Allard, and as a Vice President and Division Director for CALFED Lending/Citibank.  
 
Ms. Chavez holds a BA in Political Economy from Barnard College and a Master's in Public 
Policy and Administration from Columbia University's School of International and Public 
Affairs. 
  
  

Dolly, The Condor 
Los Angeles Zoo 
 
Dolly the California condor has been attracting a good deal of 
media attention. The first of her species to serve as an animal 
ambassador, her important new role arose from unfortunate 
circumstances. The chick, formally known as Studbook #595, 
hatched in the wild at Pinnacles National Monument from an egg 
that was laid at the Oregon Zoo. After her fourth health check in 
the field, at the age of 120 days, she was observed unable to use 

her right wing. She had sustained a fracture to the upper wing near the shoulder. L.A. Zoo 
veterinarian and orthopedic surgeon Dr. Stephen Klause performed two surgeries to try and 
repair it, but the break was too high on the upper wing bone (humerus). As a result, it would 
never be stable enough to support flight. 
 
This injury precludes her from being housed in a large flight cage because she might climb to 
a high perch or climb the wire and be injured attempting to fly from it. Also, keeping her with 
other birds is risky. Condors can be competitive and antagonistic toward each other, and a 
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bird who cannot escape more aggressive per-sonalities is in danger of being injured. So the 
idea was hatched for her to become an outreach animal. 
 
“California condors are very behaviorally elastic and complicated to understand,” Condor 
Keeper Mike Clark explains. “They are quite gregarious and social. They live in groups and 
regularly socialize with each other in a natural setting. Likewise, Dolly requires daily 
socialization with her keepers to keep her mentally healthy and fulfilled. A lot of daily 
behavioral shaping has been required to get Dolly into a manageable, tractable condition. 
This training is ongoing and as she matures over the next five years, it will be challenging to 
maintain it. Condors are competitive, often aggressive, and athletic animals. Since this has 
never been done before, we are learning a lot, and the insight we are gaining is opening 
many new understand-ings of wild condor behavior.” 
 
Seeing a California condor up close and in person leaves a lasting impression, and one of 
Dolly’s main duties will be to provide that experience for visitors to the California Condor 
Rescue Zone. 
  
 

Joseph Kelly 
Treasurer and Tax Collector 
County of Los Angeles 
 
Joseph Kelly is the Los Angeles County Treasurer and Tax 
Collector, ex officio Public Administrator. He is an ex officio 
trustee of the Board of Retirement and Board of Investments, 
the two Boards that govern the Los Angeles County 

Employees Retirement Association (LACERA}. He also serves as an ex officio member of the 
County's five Deferred Compensation Plan Administrative Committees. Joseph has 20 years 
of experience working for the County, preceded by eight years of experience with a nationally 
prominent investment bank. He possesses a Master's Degree in Public Administration from 
the University of Southern California and a Bachelor's Degree in Art History from New York 
University. Joseph is a Certified Treasury Professional (CTP) and a Certified Internal Auditor 
{CIA). 
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Dr. E.C. Krupp 
Director of Griffith Observatory 
Department of Recreation and Parks 
 
Dr. E.C. Krupp is an astronomer and Director of Griffith Observatory, 
which is owned and operated by the City of Los Angeles Department 
of Recreation and Parks. He led Griffith Observatory's $93-million 
renovation and expansion project (2002-2006). He majored in 
physics and astronomy as an undergraduate at Pomona College in 
Claremont, California. He began working at Griffith Observatory in 
1970 as a part-time Planetarium Lecturer when he was still in 
graduate school in astronomy at U.C.L.A., where he studied the 

properties of rich clusters of galaxies with the late Dr. George O. Abell. He completed his 
Ph.D. in 1972. Dr. Krupp then became a full-time Observatory staff member when he was 
hired as Curator, and he has been Director since 1974. He is the author and editor of five 
books on ancient, prehistoric, and traditional astronomy and author of four children's books 
on astronomy and has also published hundreds of articles for the general reader and dozens 
of research papers. He is known internationally as an expert on astronomy and culture and 
has visited and examined nearly 2,200 ancient and prehist 
oric sites throughout the world. 
  
 

John R. Lewis 
General Manager  
Los Angeles Zoo 
 
Lewis began his career in animal care as a zoo keeper and curator 
and has spent the last 29 years in executive management as 
director of two AZA-accredited facilities, John Ball Zoological 
Gardens in Grand Rapids, Michigan for 17 years and Los Angeles 
Zoo and Botanical Gardens since 2003. During his career, he has 
also served on a variety of AZA Committees, including the Wildlife 
Conservation and Management Committee (WCMC), Accreditation 
Commission, Ethics Board, Charter & Bylaws Committee, and 

several task forces. This is his second time serving on the AZA Board of Directors, and he is 
pleased to bring perspective from the past to seek and assess opportunities for the future. 
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Dr. Robert Miller 
Vice Chancellor, Finance and Resource Development 
Los Angeles Community College District 
 
As Vice Chancellor, Finance and Resource Development, Dr. Miller 
has oversight of the District’s fiscal and business services, marketing 
and communications, institutional advancement, strategic 
partnerships, and economic and workforce development and adult 
education.  
 
Dr. Miller holds an undergraduate degree in Business Administration 
from University of La Verne, a Master’s in Public Administration from 

California State University, Northridge and a Doctor in Public Administration from University if 
La Verne. With a varied higher education and administrative background, he came to LACCD 
from the Pasadena Area Community College District where he served as Vice President of 
Educational Services and Assistant Superintendent/Senior Vice President of Business and 
College Services overseeing Business and Fiscal Services, Human Resources, Information 
Technology, Facilities and Construction Management, Police and Safety, and Institutional 
Research.  He also served as the Interim Superintendent/President of the District and 
Pasadena City College.  
 
Active in the Pasadena community, he has been President of Pasadena Community Access 
Corporation, many local Boards as well as Alliance for Distance Education in California and 
Learning Resources Association of California Community Colleges. He has served on 
numerous government agencies and commissions, including the Redevelopment Successor 
Agencies of Pasadena, Sierra Madre, Arcadia, South Pasadena and Rosemead.  Dr. Miller is 
also a 35 year member of the Tournament of Roses Association currently serving as the 
Association’s Treasurer. He will be President of the Association in 2020/21 and preside over 
the 2021 Rose Parade and Rose Bowl Game. 
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Donna R. Mills 
Treasurer 
Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority 
 
Donna R. Mills has 30 years experience in municipal and corporate 
finance. As Treasurer of LACMTA her responsibilities include 
investment management for Metro’s working capital and pension 
assets, debt issuance and administration. Since Donna assumed 
responsibility for the debt group Metro has completed bond 
offerings and secured TIFIA loans totaling $3.9 billion in par. Donna 
joined LACMTA in December 1995 as Investment Manager, was 

appointed Assistant Treasurer in 2001, and Treasurer in 2013.  
 
Prior to joining LACMTA Ms. Mills held various financial positions with Pacific Enterprises and 
Southern California Gas Company.  Ms. Mills received her undergraduate degree in 
Economics and Sociology from the University of Pennsylvania, and a Masters in Business 
Administration from the University of California, Berkeley.    
  

Tyler Monroe 
Vice President, Development  
Thomas Safran & Associates 
 
Tyler Monroe is Vice President of Development for Thomas Safran & 
Associates. Thomas Safran & Associates is a developer and operator 
of affordable, mixed-income and mixed-use rental housing in 
Southern California. TSA develops communities with a focus on 
excellent design, management and resident services to enrich the 
lives of the people who reside in its buildings and enhance the 

greater community. Tyler joined Thomas Safran & Associates in 2008. He is responsible for 
the acquisition, community outreach, design, land use entitlement, finance and construction 
of new construction projects. He is experienced with public/private partnerships; financing 
structures that use low income housing tax credits, tax exempt bonds and other public funds; 
and design and construction management. Previously, Mr. Monroe was a project manager for 
a regional general contractor. Tyler is an alumnus of the University of Southern California 
with graduate degrees in both Business Administration (MBA) and Real Estate Development 
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(MRED). He has a Bachelor’s degree in both Architecture and Italian Studies from the 
University of California, Berkeley. 
  

 
Lisa Mowery 
Chief Financial Officer, Wastewater System 
City of Los Angeles 
 
Lisa Mowery is the Chief Financial Officer for the City of Los Angeles 
Sanitation, which is responsible for providing solid resources, 
stormwater and wastewater services to over 4 million people. Lisa 
previously worked as a project manager and environmental 
compliance specialist during her 26 years with the City of Los Angeles. 
During the past 16 years, she has been involved in the issuance of 
more than $5 billion in bonds for the City's Wastewater Program. She 

has a BS in Civil Engineering from Purdue University and is a Registered Civil Engineer in 
California. 
  
 

Jerry Ramirez,  
Manager, Homeless Initiative,  
County of Los Angeles 
 
Jerry Ramirez is a Manager in the Office of Homelessness within 
the Los Angeles County Chief Executive Office. Mr. Ramirez 
assists the Director in leading a team of highly motivated, talented 
professional staff that oversees, coordinates, and ensures the 
implementation of the County's Homeless Initiative strategies to 
combat homelessness. Prior to his current role as Manager in the 

Office of Homelessness, Mr. Ramirez was the point person for all land use, housing, 
prevention -related strategies and issues for the Office.  
 
Mr. Ramirez has been with the County's Chief Executive Office for 18 years, and prior to 
working on homeless issue, has worked on special projects that included Redevelopment, 
Strategic Planning, Regional Airport Oversight, Supervisorial Redistricting, and Immigration 
issues.  
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Mr. Ramirez earned his MA in Urban Planning from the University of California, Los Angeles 
with a focus on Housing and Demographic Analysis. 
  

  
Dr. Christopher Thornberg 
Founding Partner  
Beacon Economics, LLC 
 
Christopher Thornberg founded Beacon Economics LLC in 2006. 
Under his leadership the firm has become one of the most respected 
research organizations in California serving public and private sector 
clients across the United States. In 2015, Dr. Thornberg also became 
Director of the UC Riverside School of Business Center for Economic 
Forecasting and Development and an Adjunct Professor at the School.  
 
An expert in economic and revenue forecasting, regional economics, 

economic policy, and labor and real estate markets, Dr. Thornberg has consulted for private 
industry, cities, counties, and public agencies.  He became nationally known for forecasting 
the subprime mortgage market crash that began in 2007, and was one of the few economists 
on record to predict the global economic recession that followed. In 2015, he was named to 
California State Treasurer John Chiang’s Council of Economic Advisors, the body that 
advises the Treasurer on emerging strengths and vulnerabilities within the state’s economy. 
Dr. Thornberg holds a Ph.D in Business Economics from The Anderson School  at  UCLA,  
and  a  B.S. degree in  Business  Administration from the State University of New York at 
Buffalo.  
 
 

Ben J. Winter 
Director of Housing & Community Development Policy 
Office Of Mayor Eric Garcetti 
 
Ben directs housing and community development policy for the Office of 
Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti. Prior to joining the Mayor's team, Ben 
was a senior analyst for the US Department of Housing and Urban 
Development in Washington, DC where he provided HUD leadership 
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with policy solutions to a variety of housing, homeless and community development 
initiatives. Ben received his Master of Urban Planning at NYU’s Wagner School of Public 
Service and was a fellow at NYU's Furman Center for Real Estate and Urban Policy. He 
received an undergraduate degree in Spanish Literature, International Relations and Global 
Cultures at UW-Madison. 
  
 

David H. Wright 
General Manager 
Los Angeles Department of Water & Power 
 
David H. Wright is the General Manager of the Los Angeles 
Department of Water and Power (LADWP), appointed by the Board of 
Water and Power Commissioners and confirmed by the City Council 
September 2016. Mr. Wright provides leadership for the utility in 
providing reliable and competitively priced water and electricity while 
continuing to maintain and implement environmentally conscious 
policies and priorities.  

 
Mr. Wright came to LADWP to serve as the Senior Assistant General Manager of the 
LADWP’s Power System in February 2015. Shortly thereafter, he became the Chief 
Operating Officer, overseeing the Water and Power Systems, and operations of the 
Information Technology Services, Supply Chain Services, Human Resources, Fleet Services, 
Equal Employment Opportunity Services, the Communications and Marketing and 
Community Affairs Division, Project Management Division, and Customer Service Division. 
 
Prior to joining the Department, Mr. Wright worked at the Las Vegas Valley Water District and 
Southern Nevada Water Authority as Chief Financial Officer. He has a broad-based 
knowledge of both water and electric utility operations and worked for the City of Riverside, 
California for approximately 25 years, most recently as the Public Utilities General Manager, 
a position he earned after being Deputy Public Utilities Director and Public Utilities Chief 
Financial Officer for nearly 12 years. He joined the City of Riverside in 1988 and held a 
number of positions within the finance department, including serving as the City Controller. 
Mr. Wright began his career as a CPA and has continually used his financial background to 
determine how to control costs and keep rates as cost effective as possible.  
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He holds both a bachelor’s and master’s degrees in Business Administration, conferred upon 
him by California State University, Fullerton. 
 
Mr. Wright has been a part of and has long-standing relationships with the leaders of various 
utility-related organizations such as the Southern California Public Power Authority (SCPPA). 
He was SCPPA president in 2008 and is a long-standing member of the California Municipal 
Utilities Association (CMUA). He has also been on various committees of the Riverside 
Chamber of Commerce from 1998 to 2013. 
 
 

Ryan P. Yakubik 
Chief Financial Officer  
Los Angeles World Airports 
 
Ryan Yakubik was appointed Chief Financial Officer (CFO) for Los 
Angeles World Airports (LAWA) in 2013.  He currently oversees all 
Department financial and accounting functions including financial 
reporting, rates and charges, grants administration, budget, 
accounting operations, financial systems and all debt/financing-
related functions for LAWA’s two airports: Los Angeles International 
(LAX) and Van Nuys general aviation.  

 
Mr. Yakubik draws from a career in finance that spans over 20 years in both the public and 
private sectors. At LAWA, he leads the long-term financial planning efforts for LAX that are 
guiding the construction and acquisition of over $15 billion in improvements. Additionally, Mr. 
Yakubik has overseen and implemented various department-wide budget processes and rate 
setting mechanisms that continue to fund LAWA’s capital improvement program while 
maintaining competitive airline costs.  
 
Previously, as manager for the Finance and Budget Division, he served as a liaison between 
LAWA and airline stakeholders while implementing budgetary and rate-setting measures in 
support of LAWA’s capital investment programs. He also served as manager for the Debt and 
Treasury Section, where he was responsible for issuing and maintaining all outstanding fixed 
and variable rate debt issues for LAX.  
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Prior to his time at the airport, Mr. Yakubik was a Vice President and Portfolio Manager for 
Pacific Income Advisers, Inc., managing over $900 million in domestic fixed income assets 
for institutional and private clients. He served as portfolio manager and client relationship 
manager for numerous accounts, providing tailored investment solutions to fund long-term 
liabilities of pension funds, foundations, endowments, insurance companies and health and 
welfare plans.  
 
Mr. Yakubik earned a Bachelor of Arts in Economics from the University of California at Los 
Angeles and is a Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA). 
 
 


